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2004 year-report: the geographic situation of Xinjiang

PAN Zhi-ping, SHI-lan

(Research Inst. of Central Asia, Xinjing Social Science Academy, Urumqi 830011, China)

Abstract: The basic tone of the international situation in 2004 is that anti-terrorism lead to more terrors.
There are also a lot of things has happened in this year around Xinjiang. Briefly speaking, they are: 1. in
order to prevent the peaceful rebuilt in that region, the terrorism-separatism armed force in Chechen has
made a sad year in 2004; 2.the terrorism attacks has happened in Uzbekistan in the spring and summer;
3.southern Vajilystan of Pakistan has become the last hiding-place of central-south Asia terrorists. If we
make some assessment of the surrounding situation of Xinjiang, we can conclude that there are still
some dangerous palaces near the outside of Southern Xinjiang. Their malignant development will
definitely endanger Xingjiang’s stability and national security. So we need pay more attention to it. The
future development of the geographic situation of Xinjiang mainly determines by relationship among
those regional big powers like China, U.S, Russia, India, even Pakistan. The most abstractive things in
2004 are: 1.SCO has started its oriented anti-terrorism system, and has opened up modern “silk road”,
also has made a lot of new actions; 2.the economic tendency of Central Asia countries are also seen
good; 3.the cooperation between China and neighboring areas appears a lot of light points; 4.we still
can’t neglect the undercurrent of “East Turkistan”. In general, the geographic situation in this area
becomes very complex. We can use one Ci from Li-Qinzhao to describe it: “it’s difficult to calm when it is
still unknown of warm or cold”.Looking forward to the future, we find much suspense, among them 5 are
most important: 1.Will Iran be the next target of US military attacks? 2. In post-election era: what's the
result of the mixture of old tribal system and “American Democracy”? 3. What’s the meaning of the big
harvest of opium in “Golden Crescent Moon” region? 4. Will the “velvet revolution” be spread in Central
Asia? 5. Will the regional terrorism crisis in Ferghana be broken out again? Our conclusion is that the
geographic situation of Xinjiang will remain its peaceful developing tendency. But with many complex
factors and a lot of suspension, the Central-South Asia geopolitics can be seen as: subtle developing

tendency.
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