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How the Chinese to Cognite the World Situation in Times When
Some Chinese Comprador Bureaucrats Introduced Techniques
of Capitalist Production in the Later Half of the 19th Century

Tian Tao
(History Department of Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300074)

Abstract: After the Second Opium War, China was drawn into the capitalist world system centered in
western powers by a series of unequal treaties. In such circumstance, the Chinese tried to understand
the world situation, especially the international political order. There were some Chinese comprador
bureaucrats introduced, with the imperial consent, techniques of capitalist production in order to
preserve the rule of the Qing government, which we often call “Westernization Movement.” There were
so many writings and talks about world situation that they became the mainstream languages of the
Chinese realm of ideology as well as the whole society. Those were reflected in three aspects:
comparing international situation with that of the periods of Spring and Autumn and Warring States,
observing the world order from the perspective of balance of power, and giving a value judgement of
capitalist world political system. To a certain degree, the Chinese understanding of the world could be
understood as a conscious development of inherent knowledge and ideological tradition though the
strong position of traditional languages was still unshaken at that time.

Keywords: Westernization Movement; Chinese comprador bureaucrats; the world situation
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