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From Reorganizing National Heritage to Recreating Civilization:
Contemporarylmplications of Reform of Historiography
during the May 4th Movement

Wang Qingjia
(History Department of Rowan University, New Jersey 08028, USA)

Abstract: The May 4™ New Culture Movement is an important turning point in modern Chinese culture.
On the one hand, scholars criticized strongly traditional culture with scientific methods introduced from
the West; on the other hand, they tried to revive or to give a new interpretation to traditional Chinese
culture through reformation of tradition based on absorbing and adapting Western culture. Chinese
historiography witnessed a spirit transfer from rewriting history from an evolutionist perspective in the
case of Liang Qichao and others’ “New History” in the early 20" century to giving the old tradition a new
interpretation in the case of Hu Shi's “reorganizing national heritage and recreating civilization” in the
period of the May 4™ Movement. It is in this point that scholars of the May 4™ Movement set out to
establish modern science in China so as to connect traditional Chinese culture with modern civilization.
This paper explores the interactions between Chinese culture and Western culture as well as their
connotations with the intention of proving that we should reorient Chinese civilization from a new
perspective in the new century.

Keywords: the May 4th Movement; Reform of Historiography; New Culture Movement
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