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Fur Trade Engaged by the Treasury of the Imperial Palace in the
Regime of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty
and the Vogue in Beijing of the time

Lai Huimin

(Institute of Modern History Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan )

Abstract: In the regime of Emperor Qianlong, the Qing court often sent men to buy furs at Kyakhta
mainly because there were rich furs more diverse than those in Northeastern China and in Siberia and
Alaska occupied by Russia in the 18" century. The Treasury of the Imperial Palace selected precious
furs for the imperial use and sold the rest at current price. Moreover, the Qing court also sold at current
price the tributary furs from Tannu-Olang Sea because the furs there were not so good as that of those
produced in northeastern China. Value of the furs sold at current price by the Treasury of the Imperial
Palace was close to a half million liang in sliver. That helped to have furs popularized in the capital and

made wearing fur dress and adornment become a symbol of distinguishing the rich from the poor
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transited from that of high or low social status, showing the development of material civilization in China
in the 18" century. Generally speaking, fur dress and adornment were diffused from the imperial court to
civil society because Manchus lived in the capital tended to follow the fashion of dresses and adornments
worn in the Qing court. And tailors who made fur dresses and adornments for the imperial court spread
the techniques in the capital to such a degree that they contributed a great deal in popularizing fur dress
and adornment in civil society.

Keywords: the Qing Dynasty; the Treasury of the Imperial Palace; Fur Trade; the Vogue in Beijing of the
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