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Image of Wang Anshi in Literary Sketches of the Song Dynasty

Li Huarui
(Humanities Institute of Hebei University, Baoding Hebei Province 071002, China)

Abstract: There are records and descriptions of anecdotes and interesting episodes about Wang Anshi

in around 100 extant literary sketches of the Song Dynasty from different perspectives, which can be

used as important reference in studying his biography. This paper explores how his anecdotes and

episodes were spread since the Southern Song Dynasty, what are those writers’ attitudes toward Wang
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Anshi and his reforms, and how his personal image was created in sketches (including fictions of
unofficial history origin).

Keywords: Song Dynasty; Literary; Wang Anshi
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