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Approaches to the Numeral Characters in Khitan, Jurchen,

and Tangut Scripts

TANG Jun

(College of Foreign Languages, Beijing University. Beijing 100871,China)

Abstract: Khitan scripts, Jurchen script, and Tangut script, derived from Chinese characters, come up with the
numeral signs typical of some grammatological features in their characteristic constructions and graphic
expressions that there is an interwoven connection, instead of an eventual substitution, between the
logograms and the phonograms. And the frequent imperfectness of the logo-phonographic evolution results
mainly in the contents suitable for the created writings and in the typological characteristics of the relevant
languages as well.

Key Words: Khitan macroscript, Khitan microscript, Jurchen script, Tangut script, numeral sign
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