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Introductions to the graphical structure and functions of Shui writing

MENG Jing-cun

(Institute of Nationality Studies, Qiannan Normal University for Nationalities, Duyun,Guizhou 558000
China)

Abstract: Ancient Shui characters/writing, know as (Le' Sui®) in Shui language, are called
“Shuishu” or “Shuiwen” in Chinese language. Ancient Shui characters—*Shuishu”, together with Dongba
characters of Naxi minority, are one of the two pictographic characters which are still alive of in the world.

Ancient Shui characters are called “Live Fossil” of pictographic characters. For thousands of years, Shui




minority people have been using “Shuishu” in various fields in social life, such as weddins, funerals,
constuctions etc. now, about 400 hundred individual characters of “Shuishu” have been found, They are
maily composed of pictographs, pic-characters and some Chinese loan words, As live fossil characters,
“Shuishu” provides as vivid materrial for characters origin. From this point we could see the way ancient
Shui people made characters. This article focuses on word formation and function of “Shuishu” in order to

set a fundament for the research in this field.

Key word: Shui minority; ancient Shui writing; word formation; function
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