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On the cause of the disyllabic or polysyllabic word of Oracle Bone
Inscriptions

CHEN Ting-zhu

(Center for the Studies of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062 China)



Abstract: At present, there is no treatise explaining the cause of disyllabic or polysyllabic word of Oracle
Bone Inscriptions directly yet there are some studies discussing the cause of disyllabic or polysyllabic
word of Pre - Qin . Only four points in numerous relevant conclusions can be proved when we discuss the
cause of disyllabic or polysyllabic word of Oracle Bone Inscriptions. That is: accuracy of the meaning

expressing, two syllable sound steps, words association and Deflation of the structure of the phrase.

Key words: Oracle Bone Inscriptions;Disyllabic or polysyllabic word; the cause of formation
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