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On the Demarcation Between Paronyms and Words with Variant Forms

—with Comments on the Inclusion Principles of Dictionary of Paronyms and The First Series of
Standardized Forms of Words with Non-standardized Variant Forms
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Abstract: Currently, there are considerable disagreements among Chinese linguists, with respect to the
definitions of Paronyms and Words with Variant Forms, and the relationship between the two. In this article we
propose that, paronyms are written forms for paronymous words, with a group of paronyms recording a group of
paronymous words; whereas words with variant forms are the different written forms for monosyllabic words, with
a group of words with variant forms recording one monosyllabic word. Theoretically, paronyms and words with
variant forms are clearly demarcated, but in practice, there are certain overlaps between the two. There are some
variant forms of words “which are actually the same word” included in <A Dictionary of Paronyms>, which is
inappropriate; and the paronyms included in <The First Series of Standardized Forms of Words with
Non-standardized Variant Forms> should be excluded.

Key words: paronym; words with variant forms; relationship; Dictionary of Paronyms;The First Series of
Standardized Forms of Words with Non-standardized Variant Forms
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