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The Influence of Chinese Characters Simplification

over the Components and the System

LIAN Deng-gang

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Nantong University. Nantong, 226007 China)

Abstract: The simplification of Chinese Characters in twentieth century has extremely influenced the
system of Chinese Characters basic components. First, the strokes of characters components were
reduced, thus it was good for simplifying and shaping of a whole character. Second, the new
composition increased in the basic components system, thereby influenced the inside order of the
system. Third, some grapheme became the shaping symbol, whose function of building words was
weakened. Finally, the different components were confused and the degree of order in basic
components system was reduced. The standardization of Chinese Characters will henceforth deal with
the basic components correctly. Then we should do the following things. 1. Taking the basic

components as the main object of Chinese Characters standardization. 2. Controlling the quantity of

7



the basic components. 3. Strengthening the inside order and the function of building words of the
components system. 4. Taking the proper method.

Key Words: simplification of Chinese Characters; basic component; system; influence;
standardization of Chinese Characters; proper method
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