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The Environmental Economics of Institutionalism: Concepts and
Framework

Zhang Lin

(School of Economics, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091)

Abstract: In the article, the author abstracts some principle concepts of institutionalist environmental
economics from institutionalist theory system and environmental arguments of institutionalists. The paper
constructs a fundamental framework of institutionalist environmental economics based on these
concepts and elements of institutionalism. The author, by comparing neoclassical to institutionalist
environmental economics, concludes that neoclassical environmental economics conflict with
environmental problems, and it cannot adequately resolving or relaxing environmental problems.
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