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The Role of Okinawa Trough in the Continental Shelf Delimitation
between China and Japan in East China Sea

GAO Jian-jun

(China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, China, 100000)

Abstract: The principle of natural prolongation is one of the entitlements of the coastal states to
continental shelf. Since the Okinawa Trough constitutes the limit between the separate natural
prolongation between China and Japan, the Sino-Japanese continental shelf delimitation in the East
China Sea shall not apply equidistance method as the beginning. Otherwise, the continental rights
enjoyed by China on the base of natural prolongation principle will be enied, which will not be in

accordance with the requirements of the equitable principles.

Key words: The principle of natural prolongation; continental shelf; Okinawa Trough
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