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The “Crisis” and “Revolution” of Private International Law in the
20th Century

SONG Xiao
(law school, Nanjing University, Nanjing210093, China)

Abstract: The traditional PIL, especially its doctrinal basis, the form and content of conflict rules,
was criticized thoroughly during the “revolution” of the PIL in the 20th century. The major
achievements during the “revolution” include “the government interest analysis”, “the doctrine of
the most significant relationship” and “the better-law approach”. The interaction between the
traditional theory and the revolutionary theory has led to the substantial orientation of contemporary

PIL.

Key words: private international law; crisis; revolution
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