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Tarski’'s Semantic Theory of Truth

ZHOU Zhen-zhong

(Institute of Logic and Cognition, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: After distinguishing the general features of Tarskian truth definitions fom the particular
semantic features with respect to languages and constructing several Tarski-style definitions of truth for
different kinds of languages, it is revealed that since Tarski took an instrumentalist stance toward
semantics, neither did he give a correspondence theory of truth, nor could he provide sufficient
philosophical explanation of the concept of truth. We also investigate the relation between Tarski's theory
of truth and Davidson'’s theory of meaning, pointing out that there is no intrinsic structure in Tarskisn truth,

there is no essential explanatory relation between Tarskian truth and the semantic structures of
languages.

Key words: Tarski's theory of truth; correspondence theory; Semantic instrumentalism; Davidson’s
theory of meaning



