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Hu Shi’s Visit to Zhongshan University in Moscow in 1926

Luo Zhitian
(History Department of Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the summer of 1926, Hu Shi had dropped in Zhongshan University in Moscow on his way to Britain to
attend the meeting on indemnity of the War of 1900. He had a long chat with the Chinese students who studied at
Zhongshan University. This was an important event in his career for it reflected his relationship with the CPC and was
linked with his series of political speeches and actions after his starting “talking about politics” in the later period of the
New Culture Movement. His chatting left an impression on the students a tendency of “action without any theories
and by hook or crook.” In fact, Hu had his theoretical base, namely, the common base for modern liberalism and
socialism. Hu Shi attached importance on action providing him more room of action and allowed some latitude, so
that he got more openness and tolerance both in principle and in practice to accept the opposite political and social
orientations of the United States and the Soviet Union as viewed by average people.

Keywords: Hu shi; Zhongshan University in Moscow; liberalism; socialism; the Communication of China
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