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Rural Changes and Social Structure in Areas South of the
Yangtze River in the Early Qing Dynasty

Feng Xianliang
(History Department, East China Normal Univ., Shanghai 200062, China )

Abstract:The Qing Empire reached its height in the regime of Emperor Qianlong soon after the war
turmoil at the end of the Ming Dynasty. One of the reasons for the smooth social development is the
existence of a favorable social structure in rural areas south of the Yangtze River according to a detailed
study in this case. A relative harmonious relationship was established between officials and common
people, between common people and middle class, as well as amongst lower strata. The social
structure was so in favor of the authorities’ thorough control over rural areas. The enforcement of the
decree of haircutting, the imprisonment of literary inquisitions and the suppression of folk beliefs could
did nothing seriously to impede the normal socioeconomic development. At the same time, people’s
rebellions, aimed either at the authorities or at landlords, pushed forward social development to some

degree.
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