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The Rise of Pastoral Adaptation in Northeast China During the First
Millennium BC: Local Processes and Interregional Interactions

Gideon Shelach
(Dept. of East Asian Studies The Hebrew University 91905 Israel)

Abstract: This paper focuses on two phenomenon: 1. Local social and economic processes which
took place on the northeastern borders of China and especially the development, in this region, of pastoral
adaptation. 2. Intensification of interactions between this region and areas in the steppe-lands of central
Asia and eastern Europe and with areas to its south in present day China. While those are seemingly
unrelated processes | argue that they are both integral parts of the historical process which resulted in the
formulation of the real and symbolic dichotomy between the “the steppe and the sown” and shaped the
geopolitical landscape of the region for the next 2500 years. Only by addressing those two processes
together we can hope to gain better understanding of the broader picture.
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