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On the Relation of Folklore to the National Spirit

Chen Qin-Jian', Zhou Xiao—Xia’
(1.Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture, East China Normal University. 2.Department of

International Chinese Studies East China Normal University. shanghai 200062,china)

Abstract: Folklore, the fundamental cultural of a country, encompasses the transmissible traditions of a
people. It reflects the whole intricate mosaic of traditional cultural mentifacts, sociofacts and
the artifacts of the community. In order that we forge our national spirit into the cultural
development for our future, we think it is imperative that we have to have a correct and deep
understanding of the pervasive cultural aspects of the folk—folklore. The authors of this
article have scrutinized how folklore has caused the national cultural identity cravings by
examining the cultural entities of folklore and its development in China from three angles.
The authors hold the view that we need to have a scientific approach to analyze our folk
heritage and help preserving the best. This will the sound approach to maintain our identity

and reforge our national spirit while we advance ahead for the future.
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