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“Smile in Tears”
—— The Narrative in “One Day in the Life of lvan Denisovich”

LIU Yu-bao

(Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: After suffering a hard life for a long time, in 1962 Solzhenitsyn published his novel {One Day
in the Life of lvan Denisovich) . One may assume that the ten years of imprisonment, reform through
labor and banishment would have prompted him to describe his acute pain with grief and indignation. But
he narrated the whole story in a jocular and humorous way. At the same time he seems so calm that we
can almost use the word indifferent to describe him. In fact, however, what is under this calmness and
indifference is actually the theme of the novel ——*the ability to survive”.

Key words: «One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich» ; narrative way ; “smile in tears”
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