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A Survey of the Debate about the Reforms of Chinese
Characters in the 20th Century
ZHAN Yin-xin

(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and their Applications, East China Normal University, Shanghai

200062 China)

Abstract: The Reforms of Chinese Characters is the greatest movement in the field of Chinese culture in the
20th century. It regarded “the theory of the backward Chinese characters" as its prerequisite, so it is likely to
develop with the debate of the appraisal on Chinese characters. The two fiercest debates took place
separately in 1957 and in the so-called new period since 1986. The debate in 1957 failed to develop smoothly
due to the political struggles at that time. As for the debate during the new period, factors that are more
introspective are considered. After researching into the reforms of Chinese characters, we will earn a lot of
lessons and experiences from history.

Key words: Chinese characters; simplification; reform
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