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Comparing and analyzing the Chinese radicals between
Shuowen yupian and wanxiang mingyi

Guo Rui
( Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applicaton, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062)

Abstract : In The Eastern Han Dynasty ,Xushen ,the writer of shuowenjiezi, invented 540 Chinese
radicals . In liang dynasty , Guyewang created 542 Chinese radicals on the basis of the shuowen’s as the
Chinese radicals of yupian . Konghai, one Japanese monk, write a traditional Chinese dictionary were

named zhuanliwanxiangmingyi ,he almost use 542 Chinese radicals of yupian as this



book’s .However ,through comparing and analyzing between three books, we found some differences
between them , which help us to learn the situation of characters used and know that how the characters
belonged in ancient time ,and to understand and analyze the shape and the meaning of Chinese
characters .
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