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Preliminary research and analysis of some of the Chinese characters

excluded out of UCS in “Shuo Wen Jie Zi”

LOU Lan

(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Application, ECNU, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract: Preliminary estimates show that 33 Chinese characters in “Shuo Wen Jie Zi” by Xu Shen
which contains only over 9000 Chinese characters are not included in UCS . With the research of the
types of these 33 characters and the analyses of this situation, we realize that the construction of
Chinese characters set, especially the improvement of the diachronic Chinese characters set, is a
dynamic process, requiring further regulation and adjustment.

Key words: “Shuo Wen Jie Zi”; diachronic Chinese characters; collections of characters
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