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Two Problems of the function of Chinese Graphemes
in West-Zhou inscriptions on Bronzes

ZHANG Zai-xing

(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and their Applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: There are more than one phonetic complements and variety types of multi-phonetic in
characters in West-Zhou inscriptions on bronzes. The ability of phonetic complements forming characters
is low, so in Chinese characters, phonetic complements expanding is the main method to expand the
pictograph-phonetic combined characters.

Key words: Western Zhou Bronze inscriptions; grapheme; phonetic function
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