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The Human Dimension in Modernization Course
Yang Guorong

(Philosophy Department of East China Normal University Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: The critique made by Liang Shuming that the modern society is a world that “machine
controls human” but not a “human controls machine” implies the social result raised from the expanding
instrumentalism of human beings. From the views of logic, the precondition of this critique lies in the
affirmation of human’s value and the opposition of the human’s instrumentalization which requires to
eliminate the side effects of modernization inherently while showing his human stand. As for this aspect,
despite the misunderstanding of modernization , Liang’s suspicion of modernity and modernization.
shows human dimension in the course of modernization through self-critique of modernization and

requirement of eliminating human dissimilation.
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