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Bandits and the Movement of Sending Troop to Support the Emperor
In Year of Gengzi (1900):A Study of the Case of Ou Xin, A Big Shot
Bandit of Xigiao in Nanhai County, Guangdong Province

Sang Bing
(Department of History ,Sun Yat -sen University,Guangzhou 510275,China)

Abstract:During the movement of sending troop to support the emperor in year of gengzi (1900), the
royalists not only sent their main forces to their main bases in Guangxi and Guangdong provinces, but also
made full effort to win over local secret societies and recruited many leading bandits. Ou Xin, a big shot
bandit of Xigiao in Nanhai country, was one of the well-known bandit chieftains of Guangdong beside those
stragglers in Guangxi. In comparison with other bandit chieftains, Ou Xin had taken part in the plots against
the Qing Dynasty of both the revolutionaries and the conservatives for a relatively long period of time and had
broader connections. And there are more survival reference and materials about him. Furthermore, a case
study of him shows that there were great and complicated changes in the distribution of local social power
resources, that the influence of bandits was over developed but still not completely breaking away from
locality and clan, that the complement between the official power and landlord power was destroyed and that
social control and order was in chaos. Even those in officialdom realized that the Qing government couldn’t

restore its efficient control unless there was a foundational reform.

Key words: the movement of sending troop to support the emperor in year of gengzi; bandit; social control
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