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Families Offer to Buddhist Temples as Seen in Extant Stone
Inscriptions in the Case of the Song Dynasty

Huang Minzhi

(Institue of History , Qinghua University, TaiWan Xinzu)

Abstract:Based on stone inscriptions, this paper explores relationship between family and Buddhism
and how family members of two or three generations give alms to Buddhist temples for building temples,
giving lands, building pagodas, casting bells, making statue of Buddha and stone pillars inscribed with
Buddha'’s name or Buddhist scripture, etc. There were some families that had supported in many
generations a certain temple as a big alms giver for as long as a period of one or two hundred years,
giving as much support as they could and establishing a close relationship between the family and the
temple. This required a huge fund and was a continuable undertakings. Why so they did? What for? For
their living faith in Buddhism? For their relative deads’ blessing, happiness and good fortune in the nether
world? One thing should be noted here that it would be for the appeallers the living ones, for their

blessing, happiness, officialdom career and longevity. What a practical reality indeed!

Key words: stone inscriptions; family ;Buddhism; Buddhist temple
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