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Environment Standard and Competitiveness: Causality and Impacts

CHEN Jian-guo
(Institute of International Economics, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Competitiveness is a main problem in the debate of trade and environment, on which the developed
countries worry about the disadvantage arising from higher cost under stricter environment standards, or the investment
transferred to the location with a looser environment requirement. Although there are no empirical evidences for
robust causality between environment standards and competitiveness, the polices, especially that for the developed
countries, are formulated and target oriented ignoring the basic facts
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