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Dynamic Analysis on the Causes and Effects of China Western
Development in the Pre-modern Times

Liu Bing-yang
(Economic development research center of Northwestern University China the west 710069)

Abstract: During the middle and latter period of the Feudal Society in China, especially inthe pr-modern
times, the economy in the western region was far behind of that in the eastern area. In the pre-modern

history, there have appeared several western development upsurges, three of which are considerable. The



first one happened in the Westernization Campaign. During it, the westernized party, the local governments
in the western region and some foresighted intellectuals took great troubles to establish both some military
and civilian industries, which commenced an undertaking of industry in the western China. The second one
took place in the early period of the so-called National Government (the Guomindang’s government). It
advocated “Developing the Northwest”, though lack of actual performance, yet induced the development of
official-running industries and the public-running industries in the local western regions. Especially, it
attracted some private capitalists from eastern area to the western regions and invested to set up factories,
promoting the establishment of the light industries and some heavy industries in the western China. The third
one appeared in the period of the national Anti-Japanese Wars.  With the eastern industries inner-moved
and the development of industry, traffic and griculture in the local western regions, the economic foundation
of the western China was enhanced dramatically. However, in the middle and later phase of the Anti-
Japanese War, the western economy declined gradually due to the effects of the economic policies by
Guomindang’ government. After the War, a large number of western industries moved to the east and the
western economy suffered a sudden recession.
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