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The principal characteristics of
Confucius’ and Socrates ’ moral education thoughts

Liu Qiaoli

(China National Institute of Educational Research, ResearchDepartment of Educational Theory,
Beijing, 100088)

Abstract:Confucius and Socrates are the Chinese and the western founders in moral education thoughts
respectively. Although they had some similar thoughts, however, their moral thoughts was very quite differ
ent from each other and their own distinct characteristics make clear comparison. If Confucius kept “ren
”(kindness) as the core and “xiao” (filial piety and fraternal duty) as the base of his moral system of educ
ational ideology, Socrates studied and practiced moral theory with “knowledge” and “virtue” as its center
Confucius’ moral education thoughts is mainly characterized by “feeling” and “action” and Socrates’ by “r
eason” and “goodness”. Their different thoughts come from different backgrounds.
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