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Moral Education Asking for Integrity and Reciprocity

Liu Cilin

(College of Educational Science, Shanghai Teachers University)

Abstract:From the evolvement of the Chinese term “moral” two essential factors can be derived. One is
integrity, the other is reciprocity. For the former a moral agent should be honest of his inner world while
for the latter the agent should obtain through his merits some profits either mentally or materially. Thus
the author maintains that moral education is both processes of interchanging between the agent’s inner
qualities and empirical practice, by which his moral character gradually gets enhanced, and processes of
reciprocal between the agent and his objects, by which the agent may be encouraged for sustainable
moral deeds. Comeuppance, which has been a dominating idea in Chinese culture, is a vivid indication of
this reciprocity in common people’s ethical life. The author also believes that these two factors, though

derived from the term “moral”, still hold consistency with the contemporary ideas of moral education.

Keywords: moral education; moral; integrity; experience; comeuppance; utilitarianism;
sustainable development
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