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After the Death of Childhood

David Buckingham', Translated by Yang Na?
(1.Institute of Education, University of London,2. Journalism & Communication College,Beijing

Broadcasting Institute)

Abstract: This paper looks at some of the arguments that recur in public debates about
the relationship between children and media— arguments that typically overstate the
negative and the positive influences of media in children’s lives. The author argues that
we need to understand the role of the media as a dynamic and multi-faceted process, a
matter of the interaction between production, texts and audiences. A discussion of these
three elements forms the core of this paper; and in the final section, by means of a
particular case study—the Pokémon phenomenon, the author considers some of the ways
in which they are related.

Keywords: childhood, media,production,texts,audiences
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