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On Public Visual Literacy in Mass Communication

Chen Long, Chen Yi

(News and Communication Department, Suzhou University)

Abstract: The real meaning of visual literacy is not only to understand the image, but also to hold the
relationship between image and reality. This article tries to divide the visual literacy into three parts: 1.the
capability of decoding the signified meaning of text; 2. the capability of understanding the relationship
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between representative images and facts; 3.adjustability of watching and using visual images. From the
exterior visual angle, the cultivation of visual literacy depends on social education and the public
self-education, but from the interior visual angle, the visual literacy deals with the psychology of visual
cognition, especially the Gestalt psychology. Visual culture has a great contributive function, and this
function always implies commercial purpose. The visual communication is forming new communicational
ethics. The tendency proposes new requirements of visual literacy. We can realize the importance of
keeping a critical attitude by ideological analysis. The author suggests that strengthen the reading

education maybe a good way to form visual media literacy.

Keywords: Visual literacy; media receive;visual cognition; media education
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