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A Study on related problems of rectangular animal-designed plate

PAN Ling

(Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology, Jilin University, Changchun,130012,China)

Abstract: From the later stage of Warring States Period to the time of Wei and Jin Dynasty, rectangular
animal-designed plates were widely distributed in the vast area with the center of the Great Wall Belt,

they can be divided into 4 types according to the contents of animal-designs and the skill of showing

12



design. Under the influence of animal-design in Pazyryk Culture, the A type of plates with shallow relief
sculpture designs turned up in the Great Wall Belt most earlier, and were commonly used by the nations
in the grasslands of northern part of China, such as Xiongnu, and Han nation in the Western Han Dynasty.
The C type of plates decorated with hollowed-out design had a very wide distributed resign, in the period
of Han Dynasty, they were prevalent among Xiongnu and other people who had received many influence
of Xiongnu Culture. The origin of the design of this type of plates were different from the A types’. From
the period of Eastern Han Dynasty to the time of Wei and Jin Dynasty, there were only rectangular plates
with three deer design and double deer design . Here the function of plate had likely changed into a kind

of burial article with special meaning, no longer being used as ornament on belt.

Keywords: rectangular animal-designed plate; Xiongnu; Xianbei; origin and distribution; function
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