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Scholar-Officials in the Song Dynastyand Their Families and Patriarchal
Clans:A Case Study based on Fan Gongcheng’s Guo Ting Lu

Endo Taktoshi
Gaozhi University,Japan
Abstract:The great social changes in the periods from the Northern Song Dynasty to the Southern Song
Dynasty are comparable to that in the periods of the Wei, the Jin and the Southern and Northern dynasties.
In the Song Dynasty, people paid more emphasis on their relations with family and clan, and clanship and
rites were going to be improved. In that time, the Fan clan in Suzhou was famous for its Yizhuang (a
charity estate for destitute clanspeople), built ancestral hall and all the other facilities which bore the
function of showing off the popularity of the Fan clan. Based on Guo Ting Lu, this paper reveals the real
situation of the Fan clan in the period of transition from the Song Dynasty to the Northern Dynasty by a
case study of the clan so as to examine scholar-officials’ social life at that time, from a family or a clan
perspective. To a great extent, the formation of a scholar-official’s clan was affected by many factors such
as the assignment of an official, social life, change of residence due to going to post or social unrest,
political situation, and relations between the Song Dynasty and the Liao and Jin dynasties, etc. The

problems in question should be explored in the light of scholar-official’s political and social environments.
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