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The Study of a Given Culture which Ran in the Cui Family of Qinghe in
the Middle Ancient Times (from the 3rd to the 9th century)

Xia Yan
(History Department,Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: As a well-known family in the middle ancient times, the Cui family in Qinghe not only had
strong economic resources and influential political power but also a very important cultural place which
were vital to big clan’s social and political places. Cultural place of well-known family was depended on
its family culture. In the case of the Cui family, their hand-down family learning had been Confucian
classics during the Northern and Southern Dynasties and then transferred from Confucian classics to
literature during the Sui and Tang Dynasties. Family culture not only had cultural significance but also
political functions to some extent. Family culture played an important role in establishing a well-known
family and the family members’ entering into officialdom and politics. Family culture has three
characteristics: heritability, variability and sociality. Family culture is the soul of the family, having
influence on family members’ ideas and thinking, guiding their behaviors and increasing the cohesion of
the whole family. So, the rise or fall of family culture has great implications to a well-known family in terms

of its cultural place in certain times and its political place in society.
Key words: the Middle Ancient Times; the Cui Family of Qinghe; a Given Culture; political place in

society
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