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Of Clans and Writing Genealogy Indicated in Prefacesand Postscripts
ofGenealogies Written by Yang Shigiin the Early Ming Dynasty

Chang Jianhua
(The Center of Chinese Social History,Nankai University, Tianjin 300071,China)

Abstract: Yang Shigi was born in Taihe county attached to Ji'an prefecture, Jiangxi province. He had
made Grand Scholar in cabinet in his later years. He had made 70 and more pieces of prefaces and
postscripts to genealogies at his hometown Tiahe and the nearby counties attached to Ji'an prefecture.
The essence of thought of his prefaces and postscripts to genealogies is the theory of approving
gentility by virtue of their cultural advantage handed down through generations. Old and eminent
families gain success in imperial civil examinations and politics so as to hold up their social status and a
circle of upper society thus formed. Old and eminent families in Taihe and its adjcent counties attached
to Ji'an prefecture were strong in politics and economy in the early Ming Dynasty. They constituted an
exclusive society with the scholars bureaucrats of the clan as its center, its barries was made by a
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complicate relationship including marriage, tutors and students, scholar honour in imperial civil
examination, colleague in the court, etc. Yang Shiqgi's writings of prefaces and postscripts reveals a
certain extent of political thought, but the emphasis he laid was on why and how an influential family or
clan could be maintain and developed, and he pointed out that the purpose of compiling genealogy was

to continue the tradition of an influential clan.

Key words: the Early Ming Dynasty ;Yang Shiqgiin ;Genealogies Writing ;Genealogy
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376-37
379
380
378 3
385 3
382

1
1239
384-38
1237
1237
1239

1241
121

38
12

38

123
123
123

8

38

7

79
86

12
4

5
25
30

1238

53
38
1238

53

531
31

8

8

8
423
55

39
413
361

3-254
5-306

538

2
535

538

9

133-134
1991

27
379
372

8

188
7

31
155

313 314 315

1261

736

127

31
705
586

80

197-198

666

689-690



