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Development in 150 Years: A Review of the 29
Theories in 10 Categories About Sex Industry

Pan Suiming

(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of Renmin University of China. Beijing
100872, China)

Abstract: As a supplement to and revision of the book 13 Theories of Prostitutes in Modern Western



Countries by the writer, this paper was completed in the last hour of 2003. The writer thinks that, since
the 19" century, western scholars and various social forces have raised a number of theories to interpret
the cause of the “social problem”--being prostitutes and visiting prostitutes. In a sense, these studies
offer different theoretical foundations for measures of forbidding or restraining sex industry in western
countries. In this paper, the writer makes comments on and analyses of these theories and their research
perspectives, including perspectives of Marxism, social development stages, marriage and family, social
strata and culture, micro-economics, male supremacy , moralism, theory of “oppression” and theory of

“rights” in feminism, as well as certain particular theories in China at present.

Key words: sex industry; “social problems” concerning sex; theories and research perspectives of

sex industry
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