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Theory About “Farmers” and Rural Policy System Call for
Reconstruction

-- What Do We Learn from the Second Survey of Dingxian

Zheng Hangsheng Wou Lizi

Abstract: For a long period, the Dingxian Survey conducted in the 30s of the 20" century as well as
other surveys at that time provided a vital foundation for the establishment and examination of theories

and policies concerning “farmers”, “agriculture” and “countryside” in China. Differences in social facts at
different stages of social transition will make theories raised before become less convincing in judging



and interpreting the reality. Therefore, the second overall survey of Dingxian made by us at the beginning
of the new century for the purpose of testing new theories on the basis of materials collected on the spot
will play an important role in theoretical construction and policy making. As the solution to farmers’
problem lies in the state action, we have to, by means of the state action, guide the establishment of new
agricultural institution and develop a new state agricultural system in order to offer an ultimate solution to
the problem.

Key Words: social transfromation; theory on “farmer”; the state’s behavior of the faemers’ problem
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