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Buddhism and Mongolian Politics

JIN Hai
(Institute of Mongol History, College of Mongolian Studies,Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot,

Inner Mongolia, 010021)

Abstract: Mongolian Buddhsim, as a national religion, played very important roles in Mongolian spritual life and
was interwolven with politics in Mongolian area, although it started to decline in the period from 1840 to 1949. The
relationship between the religion and politics in the region was embodied in the following two forms: on one hand,
high-ranking lamas involved and played key roles in political events in the area in the first half of the 20" century;
on the other hand,some high-ranking lamas directly took positions in civil administrations. There are two reasons
found for the latter case of “secularization of the religion”: 1, The lamas attempted to change their waning fate in
the period by participating in political sphere in the society; 2, relavant secular rulers sought helps from the religion
for their own aims, although they ostensibily claimed that “the religion should be apart from secular administration”
and “the religion should not interfere into secular politics”. The two motivations helped to bring about the intemate
and complicated relationships between Buddhsim and secular politics in Mongolia area in the period(1840-1949).
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