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Reconsideration about the Science Norm of Merton
——Reviews of Normal Structure in Science



Ma Laiping
(the Institute of Literature, History and Philosophy in Shandong University ~ Jinan 250100)

Abstract: :What “Normal Structure in Science "has done to research about norm in science of the
Merton school is original and fundamental .As shown in the article ,the four norms aim to block the
channel which will pollute scientific knowledge by the factors of Men and society from different
aspects ,regulating scientists’ s modes of behavior ,modeling the entirety imagine of scientists and
forming the special “spirit ethos” in science .Somebody criticizes Merton’s norm in science subjective and
unreal because of Merton’s original intention .Merton emphasizes that according to the requirements of
object about system in science ,scientists “should” do in the light of norm in science .But critics just
overlook the dividing line between “should be “ and “be “ .In addition ,the activities of scientists are
controlled by a lot of factors The phenomena not in accordance with norm in science are normal and
hard to avoid .Nevertheless ,from the main current and fundamental point ,scientists should basically

follow the norm in science .

Key Word : Norm in Science; the Inner Relationship of Norm in Science; Should Be and Be.
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