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Zhang Taiyan’s Promotion of National Culture

Sheng Banghe
(Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture, East China Normal University,shanghai 200062,china)



Abstract:Zhang Taiyan actively endorsed the project of promoting “national quintessence” and contested
that the development of new national culture, appropriate to the new situation of the 20" century, was critical
to the reorientation of the nation. His proposal emphasized on the importance of religion, especially
Buddhism, to the reconstruction of the Chinese moral and belief world. His critic on Confucius and upholding
to other schools challenged the authority of the Confucian tradition and laid a foundation for reconstruction
of Chinese culture in the 20" century. It was substantially close to the spirit of the May Fourth Movement.
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