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Contractual Relation and Trust

Cui Yiming

(Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, shanghai 200062,china)

Abstract:As the ethical requirement, the doctrine of “heaven-human relation” in the Chinese moral
tradition defines a vertical model of obligatory obedience. The modern concept of trust based on the
contractual relation refers to human individuals but not heaven, and thus sets up a horizontal model of
relation between equal rights. The concept “trust” based on the contractual relation concerns with
practical interests and their realization but not transcendental or natural consciences, which is
substantially different from the trust based on heaven-human relation. The tradition concept of trust has
no endorsement for the modern one. Therefore, the modern concept of trust must be found on the basis

of social rights of equal citizenship and its social institutionalization.
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