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The Social Construction of Contemporary Chinese Public Intellectuals

Zhu Suli

(Beijing University,Beijing Law School,china)

Abstract:This paper analyzes the tendency of contemporary Chinese especially middle aged
intellectuals becoming public intellectuals and/or willing to discuss public issues at public
forum at the expense of academic or professional distinction, and intends to identify a few
social factors particular to contemporary Chinese society. Besides the factors which has been
common in other societies and analyzed by Richard Posner, these social factors include China’ s
undergoing social transformation which makes professional and academic issues often popular
and sometimes public issues; the comparison of middle aged Chinese intellectuals with
intellectuals before and after them proves opportunity of entering public forum for this
generation intellectuals are much better; their background and experience of self-education
during cultural revolution makes most of them generalist or at least have much broader interests
beyond their specialization or profession than intellectuals of other generation, which
facilitates their entering into public forum; imagined ideal of intellectuals and public
expectation of intellectuals, which has close relation with traditional Chinese
intellectuals’ ideal, greatly but may have subconsciously influenced and shaped this

generation intellectuals’ social identity and public images.
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