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Aesthetic Politics and the Impasse of Freedom
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Abstract:This is an age of understanding and interpreting Kantian political philosophy through liberal
perspective, while the so called “Kantians” are liberal political philosophers. In such an age, Arendt’s
project of uncovering and reconstructing Kantian unwritten political philosophy from “critique of aesthetic
judgment” becomes an exception. In this paper, based on Kantian written political philosophy, | shall
analyze Arendt’s approach from concepts of history, political judgment, contract, and public space,
exploring the complex relation between Arendt’s political philosophy and Kantian political philosophy,
written or unwritten, so as to make clear the prominent potential and inner limit of Arendt’s paradigm of
interpretation. | also illustrate the overcoming of the circulation of aesthetic politics and the impasse of
freedom in Arendt’s political philosophy by Habermas’ theories of public sphere and communicative action.
| believe that the study of the trajectory from Kant's publicity, Arendt’s public space to Habermas’ public
sphere is not only of interest to history of ideas, but also helpful to the understanding of the liberal theory

of political legitimacy.

Key Words:Aesthetic Politics, Freedom, Arendt, Kant

WeAS B B 2004-01-21.

MEBA: BA, B, Rk, ¥, TR,



