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The Problem of Political Legitimacy in Chinese Classical Thoughts
Chen Yun

(Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture, East China Normal University.shanghai 200062,china)

Abstract:Political legitimacy in Chinese classical thoughts is based on the concept of “the heavenly
mandate.” It is not a entity of god in religion but articulates in the common nature of human beings, as
spontaneous order of people’s sentiment, aspiration and willingness. A legitimate politics should not
interrupt this spontaneous order and meanwhile to invite peoples to develop their virtues. This is a kind of
inductive politics, which is best illustrated in political practices of Confucian governance by virtue and

Taoist governing by doing nothing.

Key Words:Heavenly mandate, Spontaneous order, Inductive politics, Governance by virtue, Governing

by doing nothing.
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