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Knowledge mobility and learning efficiency

——a comparison of innovation system between the U.S. and Japan and some
insights for China

ZHANG Zong-qing

( Dept. of Econ., Southeast Univ., Nanjing 210096, China )

Abstract: National innovation system can be regarded as an institutional arrangement of technological



2003 55 1 4] RILZ G No.1, 2003

B Eastern Economic Review Vol.1

innovation. Its efficiency is in fact dependent on whether this institutional arrangement is conducive to
knowledge mobility inside the system and whether there is learning efficiency in this arrangement. Based
on this understanding, the paper compares the knowledge mobility and learning efficiency in the
American and Japanese national innovation systems from three perspectives, namely the institutional
arrangement of technical and labor market, venture capitals and the relations between consumers and
suppliers. Thus, the paper finds that the American innovation system is more conducive to intra-corporate
knowledge mobility while the Japanese one is more to the inside knowledge mobility. The former one is in
favor of self innovation and the latter is good at imitation or innovation on certain technical tracks.
Moreover, the American one helps to nurture the birth of innovative corporation while the Japanese one
consists of institutional arrangements that are not in favor of the birth of innovative corporations. If China
is to build its national innovation system, it should learn from both countries, which is, in detail, to build a
dualistic innovation system according to different innovation goals.

Keywords: knowledge mobility; learning efficiency; national innovation system; venture capital;

consumers and suppliers
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