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Research on Primary School Children's Judgement and

Attribution of Moral Emotion in Prosocial Context

YU Zhi-fang

(Changshu College, Changshu 215500, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Using the approach of clinical conversation as to the story's context,this paper analyses the
primary school children's judgement and attribution of moral emotion in prosocial context. The results are
shown as following: (1) From the negative to positive developmental trend of children’s moral emotional
reasoning in prosocial context. The younger children usually experience the negative emotions by
inferring the helper while the elder ones usually think that the helper does a good thing and experiences
the positive emotions such as joy, pleasure, happiness, etc. Moreover, with the increasing of their age,
children’s emotional experiences tend to be more complex and the number of experiencing mixed
emotion increases. (2) The younger children are inclined to consequence-oriented attribution in moral
emotion attribution. With the increasing of their ages, children’ attributive orientation becomes diversified,
such forms of attribution as the interpersonal-oriented, empathic-oriented, rewarding-oriented, and so on

appear.

Key words: prosocial context, primary school children, emotional attribution
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