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Philosophical Consideration of Moral Psychology
—On the Joining and Fusion of Psychology and Ethics

YANG Shao-gang
(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210097)

Abstract: By virtue of the conjunction of the normative ethics and the empirical psychology at the level
of philosophy, a moral psychology has opened a new vision for understanding human moral behavior.
This kind of fusion is embodied as: personal identity should be identified with his moral behavior in his
mind, so that a real moral identity could be formed. And therefore an individual’'s virtue has its specific
psychological mechanism of temperament and emotion. One’s morality is formed in his social life, and
thus having an appropriate social relationship is the foundation for the cultivation of a good virtue. One’s
morality has both its rational and irrational aspects, to cultivate and establish one’s internal rationality is
the basis of becoming a moral person. It is based on the importance of psychology, a virtue ethics that
based on psychology is emerging at present.

Key words: Moral psychology, virtue ethics, identity, virtue psychology
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