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The Decline of the Classic Studies (Jinxue) and itd Historical
Implication

Lu Xinsheng

(Department of History, East China Normal University)

Abstract:By understanding the Chinese classic studies as a scholarly tradition with internal vitality,
relative autonomy and self-sufficiency, this research explores the decline of the Chinese classic
studies in modern times. This decline first attributed to the debate between the schools of “the
ancient” and of “the today” (classic studies) within the tradition. And then the changes in paradigm of
the tradition furthered the decline. Because of emphasizing on practice rather than on scholarship, on
principles rather than on history, the tradition of classic studies inevitably declined.
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