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REGIONAL GOVERNANCE IN THE EU

Francesc Morata

(Department of Political Science at Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona)

abstract: The European state is undergoing major changes. It is challenged from every aspect. The state

is being restructured both functionally and territorially. The regions will play a more prominent role in the



governance structure of the EU. Meanwhile, nation-states will continue to play a decisive role in the
international arena. The main content of thin essay is concerned with the territorial dimension and the
emergence of the regions as new systems of social regulation and collective action, below the state and, to
a certain extent, beyond it. The first section will stress the main aspects of nation-state reconfiguration.
The second section will take a look to the broad concept of Europeanization of member states politics and
policies. The third section will describe the particularities of European governance and its main
weaknesses from the point of view of democratic theory. The last section will conclude by exploring the

concept of regional governance and its capacity to improve democratic European governance.
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